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That’s a big sun! Drawings on
Mobile Childhood

written by Mari Korpela
May, 2015

Mari (the researcher), Tina (9 years), Lisa (9 years), Rose (8 years)

Mari : Think about a story of a child who is in Goa or comes to Goa, what happens
to this child here?

Lisa: She came in a big red bus that was a fire engine before. They took the inside
out and put sofas and beds and kitchen and everything inside and they drove with
the bus from France. They started when she was two years old. All the way, they
stopped in Spain and everywhere and when she was four they arrived in India and
then they didn’t have any petrol and any money, so they couldn’t move the bus...
that’s why they stayed here.

Tina: Can I draw a bus?
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Rose: I draw all the palm trees
T: I need a big flat pen. And then I need blue... [ need red... and I need yellow and
orange...

M: But tell me now about the story, the bus comes to Goa and it runs out of
petrol and they stay here, what happens then? How do you think this child
feels? Suddenly out of petrol and out of money in Goa.

R: Well, I think she would feel a bit different.

L: Then they need to make money. Her mum starts as a yoga teacher... she
studies and earns money.

M: Here is a silver color if you have coins...

L: Dollars are colorful.

M: What is on top of the bus?
L: A tent and their bicycles
T: Her mum, dad, two brothers and her.

M: So what else, this child came to Goa, the mother started to work, so they got
money. Where do they live? Does the child have friends?

R: Yes because they slept in a village and there was a restaurant and there was a
house and there was a girl and a boy, the neighbors and they were best friends
and then she started being friends with them.

M: And what do they do together with the friends?

R: They do loads of stuff, they go to the kindergarten together.

M: Are they all the time in Goa or do they sometimes go to France or somewhere?
L: They sometimes go to France, they only have a six months’ visa.
R: I need yellow for the sun.

M: What do you like in Germany when you go there? Do you go to school in
Germany?
L: I do home schooling.
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M: In Germany, with your mum? Do you like that?
L: I don’t know, it’s ok; yes, it’s ok.

R: Another flower here.
T: Let’s do another flower here somewhere because it is so empty down here
L: That’s a big sun!

R: Let’s think what we put up here?

L: Some more rupees.

M: Some rupees? What they do with the money? For what do they need the
money?

L: To go to school and food.

M: So here we have a lake and a palm tree; it is a coconut tree, isn’t it? Then
there is the bus with the bicycles on the top.
R: Maybe we draw a cow here?

The above discussion was recorded during a drawing session where I asked a
group of three girls to tell me a story about a child who arrives in Goa, India.
Such drawing sessions were a part of my ethnographic fieldwork among lifestyle
migrant children in Goa.

Increasing numbers of “Western” families are involved in a lifestyle where they
spend several months a year in Goa and the rest of the time in the parents’
native countries and possibly also in some other places. The lifestyle choice is
motivated by a search for “a better quality of life”.

My research project “Mobile Childhood. Children of Lifestyle Migrants in Goa,
India.” (2011-2013) investigated how 2-12-year-old children experience this
lifestyle chosen by their parents. I investigated the social and cultural
environment in which the “the Goa kids” live and I asked how they experience
and view the transnationally mobile way of life. I also asked how they define their
identities and belonging.
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I conducted ethnographic fieldwork in Goa for about ten months. My research
material consists of field diaries of my participant observation, interviews with
children, parents and people who work with the children (e.g. teachers) as well as
drawing projects.

In groups of 3-5 children, I asked the children to draw me pictures related to
my research theme (home, India, family etc.) and while they were drawing, I
chatted with them about those themes.

In addition, I asked children to tell me fictional stories of children who arrive in
Goa and to draw pictures to go with the stories. The example above is an example
of such a drawing session. This method turned out to be an excellent way to get to
know about children’s views and discourses.

A short video presentation on the research:
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