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Tire Tomen auarren of Froger's Fall-Laie de b O Tensmiesd {108, T, ppo7f-ro) is emtitded
“The Mark of Caln’, It will be cememberal that, sfier Caln bad killsl lils SRUC T Leather
Abel, God drove him away amd condemmed bim o be o ‘fogritve ood o wanderer’. And when
Cain profesied at the g 35 ol his punishment, saying thai whoever found him would slay
him, God seplied: Mot s | I any o sloys Cain, vengeance sholl be aken on him sevenlnld,!
‘Anl’, the marrative comtinne, ‘the Lood put n mark on Cain, ben sny whe came apon kim
shimald bl kim' [(Gen. dv. B-15).

Like momy an earller ootnmessiaioe, Fraeer win parelowlardy incerevied in the naiore of
the “mark® by which Cain was pmllcl:ln.i He reviews beiodly, and discards, ibe wardng
explanatioes of sach men 25 Robertson Smith and Stade, and then, lgmoring Driver’s I'|_|.uEl
p-fiy) epioion that in ikis connesion 56 is idle so speculate”, sincs what the mark was ‘is not
pneeel®, e deiws sl comparative r|'|||-|u|;11|;|||.,- for am r:;:lumllnn of lila awm, “The mask of
Cain’, he onchudo after 0 nzreey of analogom tances, “may have been a moile of protectiog
a honicide againn his victim's ghost, sther by dogubdng lim or by rendirming bim formidable
anl repulsive’ [Froeer agill, pngl.

This i .., B eoiEnies [ila, ppe posi=4%, ,  Biathe aily o relieving the Dildbes]
marraiive tfr.\rll';rrw-l:lm:lru|u1|.|hl| alwurdity, Far mI E-rl wnat] Inkerpeeiation E‘nl;‘:!n:d e JI"imrI. te Cailn
in pofer a0 wave bim Gom heman amailant, sppanendy im’nh] that therr wan nobody 1oamil kim,
vinoe the earth wm m yet inhabieed l111l'|I the mlu‘rlrn.'r immell amb hiv parmse 'Hﬂ:r: In
amnrming That whe fie ol whem the Gt monlores west dn fFarwan s ghomt inalesd] of & ||
Ayl ie rreverence of imgridng o the deity @ grove d:ui:hu?- linke ulm.rl.lq ul'dl. illr |J.|\-Lnt
nezniscience. Flere again, (herefore, the comparaidve my approven inella poverriil s

It is plemsantly ironic to dind Frazer rallying o the sapport of a detty wham his own
wrilings, notably Py Galden Facgh, are sometlnes sald 1 liave dose much e discredic, Tt
in hin geal he weema 1o bave overlooked one possitile implication af his theary i iF we secepi
it, we muwl pnmmne abo that God's protection of Cain went = far 2 1o inchode the threat of
rewalintion ngaimm die ghomt o Akel shoubd the lamer ek venpeance,

MNiw ibo T i the mame 1|i|E|.1||I:|I i b amil otlers dn deiesminkng wha there was 10 mvenge
the deail of Abel. In carly BibSol tmes, a fuber had power of bl ool desth ower hiz
chilitren? aml in the scene where Renben offers his two sons 10 Jacoh as a pledge for the sfe
returmn of Rendamin fnom I:'.'mﬂ. ke [un:nrrlu i r-pll:lll',.' {eviced 1o slay dhe youths shamld
i Favouriie nol be brought back to him (Gen, =lii. 37). We zre eold also that when Athakinh,
mather of Ahariah, learmed of her swoa's onasination, *the aree and destroped all tbe royal
{nmily of the house |||',_'|'l|||l-l||"1 Le, all the otlser sons of her bushiangd [IT Chron, seil, oo 1
Kingy mi. 1). Presumably, therelore, it would bave been Lotk pusible aml _iusllﬁnl‘.lh' [
Malam, or even Eve, 1o avenge Ahel's murder hae diher been so inclined.

= lelirorm] in the Exsmirstam Scheds, Chiond, l'll:iﬂhlﬁp.
|l'.'Ll:'.:n.'ul.| [Abrabwey and Lo |, ol gy I esben and by s Jodgoocd o | Jophibal and bis deaghier);
| Sarz abw. H.ﬁlLlJlnlJmh:-.

In the face of new beginnings it is always useful to look back at how things got
started in the first place. With these words we want to introduce to you a text that
was single-handedly responsible for awakening the legal anthropological
imagination of one of your devoted moderators, namely Miia Halme-Tuomisaari.

[saac Schapera: The Sin of Cain. The Frazer Lecture. The Journal of the Royal
Anthropological Institute of Great Britain and Ireland. Vol. 85, No. 1/2 (1955), pp.
33-43
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Admittedly the article may appear hopelessly old-fashioned in the midst of current
discussions - which is perhaps appropriate given that it was first published almost
seven decades ago - but maybe this tenor also confirms its status as a ‘classic’.

First held as a Frazer lecture in Examination Schools at Oxford in 1954, the
article discusses James Frazer’s Folk-Lore in the Old Testament published in
1918, and more specifically still, its third chapter titled ‘The Mark of Cain’. The
Chapter is based on the tale of Cain killing his younger brother Abel, only to be
driven away by God and condemned to be a ‘fugitive and wanderer’.

The article then continues by linking this isolated instance of homicide into
societal structures more generally, recalling how in “early Biblical times, a father
had power of life and death over his children”. The article ends up in an almost
‘Agambeniesque’ bare life type feeling as it asks: when is the killing of a person
just a homicide, when is it something much more?

To offer a brief biography of Isaac Schapera, he was born on June 23, 1905 in
South Africa, and he is known for his detailed ethnographic and typological work
on the indigenous peoples of South Africa and colonial Botswana in particular. His
work was influenced by his instructors A.R. Radcliffe-Brown and Bronistaw
Malinowski, and his best known publications include A Handbook of Tswana Law
and Custom. He obtained his PhD from the Anthropology in London School of
Economics, where he also became professor of Social Anthropology. Schapera
died June 26, 2003 in London and the obituary written for the
Guardian by professor Simon Roberts from LSI to offers a warm glimpse into
Schapera’s life and persona. Roberts’ text also illustrates how his scholarship,
ironically, both forwarded a stark criticism of the colonial rule, and was being
used as a source of guidelines for governance by the same administration.

Departing from our usual devotion to make life easy and comfortable for Allegra
readers, this post contains no link to the full article. Whereas this is admittedly
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due to our inability to crack the particular licenses protecting the text, we
decided that this was actually just as well: what better way to accompany a
classic text than by pairing it with an ACTUAL visit to a library?! (Remember
those places with stacks of things called ‘books’ as well as all the tools for
‘prehistoric googling’ also known as ‘archives’.) Yet we promise to redress this
gap as soon as possible with a fast and easy ‘click-click’ straight to the original
text.

Isaac Schapera: The Sin of Cain. The Frazer Lecture. The Journal of the Royal
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